THIS low-priced paperback textbook of surgery is aimed at students and is comprehensive in this respect. I think it could be made more attractive, although obviously more expensive, by the addition of more illustrations. I find the italics for emphasis in the texts of some chapters most helpful for fast reading, and would like to see them extended to all the chapters. (Incidentally, bold type is used instead of italics in the text on page 162-presumably an error). Although this book is in its fifth edition, there are some points which require clarification or correction. The formula for fluid replacement in burns (page 34) is far from clear. Maxolon (page 269) is described as an anti-spasmodic; the introduction of a new paragraph into the discussion of highly selective vagotomy (page 280) makes the first sentence of the paragraph appear irrelevant. The dosage of Salazopyrin recommended (page 322) is half that usually accepted; the manual reduction of an "irreducible" hernia (page 238) is dealt with under the incorrect heading of "Strangulation". I think there are some additions which would also help: for example, in the chapter on malignant disease, it would be useful to have some mention of pain relief and the psychological aspects of the problem. I think this would be more relevant to the student than the segmental anatomy of the lungs given on page 206. The mention of transluminal angioplasty in Chapter 8, the use of phenol obliteration of the nail bed in Chapter 11, and the addition of injection sclerotherapy, transection and distal splenorenal shunt in Chapter 24 would be helpful.
I think the book is good value for money, but I don't think it is as easily readable as some of the other textbooks available. GWJ ALCOHOLISM. By Max Glatt (Pp 553, figs 4, tables 12. £2.95). Sevenoaks: Teach Yourself Books (Hodder and Stoughton). 1982.
THIS paper-back is appropriately sub-titled "A wide-ranging survey which looks at every aspect of this twentieth century disease", and it is doubtful if any other publication provides so much information in so small a format at so little cost. From these aspects alone this almost pocket-sized hand-book is to be warmly recommended. Dr. Glatt, a recognised expert in this field, has provided a most useful up-to-date summary of alcoholism research and each chapter is followed by a selection of references, a great help to the serious student of the subject. The book is suitable for medical students, young doctors, and professional workers generally and would also provide a valuable reference source for interested members of the public.
It is unfortunate that the occasional inaccuracy has found its way into this otherwise fine production. One of these is a serious misquote of the results of a prevalence study in Northern Ireland. In this case Dr. Glatt instead of inspecting the original report quoted a secondary source, which in this case turned out to be unreliable.
There has been a rapid expansion recently in the volume of publications on alcoholism. In addition some of the concepts of the condition have begun to change. This very reasonably priced book must be the easiest way available of keeping in touch. RB
